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PRESIDENTIAL
MESOAUED

Three Messages Transmit-
ted to Congress.

Both Branches of Congress Rush-
ing Business for the
Holiday.

PANAMA CANAL DISCUSSED

Reading of the Measages of President
Roosevelt Qooupled Nearly the En-
tire Times of the Senate
and House,

WABSHINGTON, Dec. 17.—Tho house
began the last woeek before the Christ-
maa holldays with a determination to
dispose of as much business as pos-
#ible for more active work which will
devolve upon It when It re-convenes
aften the holldayn. To this end sev-
ernl amall bllle were passed under
suspenslon of the rulet. The Indinn
appropriation bl was taken up and
fifty-neven pages of It completed when
It was Inld askde for the President's
messnge concerning the Panama eanal,
which conmumed more than ane hour
In“lts rending, boing listened to by a
large number of membera

The plotorinl fentupe of the report
afforded an opportunity for good na-
tured comment, the Innovation of cuts
In state phaper belng looked upon with
favor. The messages from the Press
ident on public lands and naval per-
monnel were alno read

The pletorially [llustrated message
from the Presldent, portraying the
conditions ax ho found them on the
Inthmun of Panama durlng his recent
vislt ogeupled the senate during o
greater part of Its semslon today, Pre-
coding the Panama message the Press
Ient's recommendutions regarding lho|
publle lands and the naval personnel
The wenite agteed to the
and

ware read
hollday adjournment resolution

Resolutions were ngreed to by the
Department of Commerce and Labor
on Investigntion of the Internation
Harvoster Company, to  nscertatn
whether (It effectn thae resteaint af
trade, -Mlso directing the sennte Judls
clary committee to report on what au-
thorlty congress how under the com-
morce olause of the constitution o
pravent the Interatate Commerce come-
minslon In  Investigating child-made
goods, Resolutlons to gunrd against
niate righin were presented by Senn-
tors Whyte and Raynor for fulure
discupsion.

MATTOAX REYPONSIBLE.

Investigation of Rallroad Disaster
Fixes Blame on Operator,
WABHINQTON, Dee, 17.—The of-
fiolal Investigation Into the cause of
the wreck on the Southern Rallway
at Lawlers on Thanksglving day In
which Presldent Spencer of the rall-
road and other prominent people lost
thelr lves,. hns placed the resphisl-
blllty on G. D, Mattonx, tha operator

nt Rangoon station, Virginia

8H|P LIBELLED,

8hip Baboock from Baltimore to As-
toria Has Boen Selzed.

HONOLULU, Dec, 17.~The ahip W.
F. Babeock, en route from Baltimore
to Astorin, and which put In this port
port several days ago, short of pro-

vislons, has been m..\'a for $20,00
by the erew, who allege .4l they have
not rocelved proper food on the
voyage. A number of the crew weore
alek with sourvy when they put In
hore,

e s
FAMILY POISONED.

Fortune Teller Arrested In Chicago,
Charged with Offense.

CHICAGO, Deo, 17.~Poison Is ro-
sponsible for the denth of at least two
of the Vural family, six of whom have
dled within the past slx months, Her-
man Billlk, n fortune teller, I now In
Jall, oharged with having adminis-
tered the polson to the family, so that
the mother of the dead children eould
colleot the Inmurance monay. Mrs,
Varal was found dead at her home a
fow hours after the investigation com-

menced. It Is belleved that she com-
mitted sulelde,
STEAMER ASHORE,
VICTORIA, Dee. 17.—Whils  bound
In assist the steamer Themis, tha
steamer Henrlelte woent ashore on

Danger reef, Ladyamith, thin morning,

SCHOONER LOST,

VICTORIA, Dec. 17.—~The scheoner
Gabriolan has been lost off Quoen
Charlotte Taland, according to ad-
vicon recelved from the Northern
Brilsh company, and thrée men, In.
oluding the captaln, have been lost,
Wrockage and bodles were washed
ashore on Queen Charlotte TIsland,

ROBBER STARTS FIRE

Town of Valdez, Alaska Nearly
Destroyed By Fire.

v
BANK TOTALLY DESTROYED

Principal Hotel and Large Mercantils
Establishment Destroyed and Only
Herolc Efforts of Firemen
Saved the Town.

BEATTLE, Dec. 17.—A spocial cable
to the Seattle Times from Valdes,
Alnska, statos that & fire In the Bank
of Valdez, which 18 belleved to have
hoon started by & burglar, totally de-
stroyed the bank bullding, the Stelln
hotel and one of the largest mercan-
tlle establishments In the town, en-
Ialling n loss of over $50,000. An ox-
amination of the bank wvault, Imme-
dlately aftor the fire, shows that n
InrFge hole had been blown In the back
of the vault. It Is supposed that the
burglar, not belng abla to offect an
ontranco, and becoming frightoned, ov-
erturned a lamp or candle, from which
the bullding took fire. The absence
of wind, a light snow and good work
by the fire departmont, prevented the
destruction of the entire lown, which
wan In Imminent danger "for some
time. Had a wind been blowing at
the {lme, there I8 no doubt but the
ontire businoss portlon of the town
would have been destroyed,

VESSEL SUNK.

Collision. in Britieh Channel and

Twelve Men Drowned,
DOVER, Dee. 17.<Durlng a heavy
fog In the Engllsh channel today, the
British steamer Arlington colllded with
and sank the Belglan steamer Cap
Juby, Twelve of the crew of the Cap
Juby were drowned,

FIRE IN NEW YORK,

NEW YORK, Dec. 17.~The Pollce
Gagette bullding, an old down town
landmark, loeated ot Poenrl and Frank-
fort atreots, wng gutted by fire early
today. The bullding wis ocoupled by
n numbep of manufacturing firms and
the weekly newspaper from which It
gots ita name,
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LOMMERGE
LOMMISSION

Investigating Coal Famine
in Western: States,

DEALERS COMPLAINING

Several Towns Sulfering for the
Want of Fuel and
Supplies.

CAR SHORTAGE TO BLAME

In Addition to Investigation of Inter-
state Commerce Commission,  the
Leglslatures Will Be Asked
to Take Action.

MINNEAPOLIS, Dac, 17.—<The in-
vestigation of the present coal fam-
Ine crisls In the northwest may not
stop with the Investigation of the
Interstate Commerce Commisslon now
in sesmion In Minneapolis. It Is very
probable that In every affocted stale,
notabily Minnesota, North Dakota and
Montann, the subject will be made a
mattor of legislative Investigation. The
northwestern coal dealers have Indi-
cated to the large shippers that they
are organizing for the purpose of
stirving up official Investigation In
thelr staten

Several towns suffering now or
which have been held In the grasp of
winter and famine, are Iaying thelr
cases before thelr legialators and there
In no doubt but action will be taken
to prevent o repetition of the coal
famine, The race Is now on between
the ralironds and the cold, It the
weather wink, cutting down the ef-
ficlency of motives power and bring-
Ing on heavy blissards, there may be
suffering and loss of life. Reports,
however, today Indloate that the rall-
roads ar rashing fuel Into the dis-
tricts where either mctua] stocks are
low or there Is noné on hand. ‘The
Great Northern Is taking no freight
west of Grand Forks other than coal
The Northern Pacifioc has sent, thres
hundred cars of fuel for commerclal
use In the past two days, Accord.
Ing to n statement Issued tonlght by
the Great Northarn officials, the coal
famine will be a thing of the past In
u fow days,

AFTER RAILROADS.

Reported Grand Jury Return Indiet-
ments Against Santa Fe,

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 17.—The In-
vestigations by the federal grand jury
Into alleged rebates by the Santa Fe
radiroad and one or twn other rallroads
Is belng pushed with vigor and it s
oxpeoted that a report will be hand-
ed down during the present week. Ru-
mors are current that several indiot-
ments will be found.

POPE DISTRESSED.

Abandonment of Archbishop's
in Paris.

House

——

ROME, Deo. 17.—The Pope I ex-
ceedingly distressed to hear the par-
tleulars of the abandonment of the
archblshop's house In Parls by Car-
dinal  Rlghard. He characterized It
as thé most pitiful ineldent of his pon-
tifilcate and sald that the noble, digni-
fied and plous attitude malntained by
the cardinal today would have g saly
untory Influence and bring advantage
to the cause of the church, Vatlean
authoritles deny emphuactically that
they purpose to conduct reprisals
agninst the French protectorate in the

holy land or olsewhere, Commenting
on the report of Monsignleur Lacrolx,
Bishop of Tarentals, had made or par-
mitted to ba made, any declaration in
accordance. with the clreular insued by
M. Briand, French minister of publle
worahlp and had formed an assoclation
for worship In accordance with the
lnws of separafion the high Vatlcan
authorities sald today, If it wan troe,
Lacrolx would be repudiated by the
Holy Bee,

ADVANCE IN JEWELRY.

NEW YORK, Dec, 17.~Manufactur-
ing jewelers have held informal eon-
terences of Inte and lulked over the
subject of making uniform advances
in prices of the more staple articles
which they maks. Without walting
to reach any agreement, many say
that they have already put up prices
an many lines.

Factorien which have been running
night and day are sald to be unable
to meet the enormous demand of the
present wmenson for ornaments of
varlous kindes and some manufacturers
have refused further orders as It I8
Impossible to fill them before the hol-
Idays,

ARTHUR P. THOMAS.

OAKLAND, Dee. 17.—Arthur P.
Thomas, 20 yoars of Age, & DAWSpA-
per man, mel death at his home on
Heventh Avenue yesterday, belng eloc-
troouted as he attempted to turn on
the electric light in the bathroom of
the house. Death was Instantansous,
as the curreuirpum! directly through
the upper part of the body near tht
hoart.

GARSHORTAGECAUSE

TransportatationCompanies Reply
to lnterstate Commission,

FAULT LIES WITH DEALERS

Car Shortage is Aggravated b; Lack
of Motive Power, Inadequate Ter-
minal Facilities and  Insuffi-
clent Trackage Property.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17.—Three
more responses have been recelved by
the Interstate Commerce Commission
from northwestern rallways In re-
fponse to Chalrman Knapp's telegram
of last week, calling the attention of
the companles to the reporied short-
nge of cars and the complaints of lack
of transportation for the necessaries
of life and fuel. From Information
conveyed by the rallway prosidents to-
day, the commission expresses the
opinlon that one conuse of the ear
shortage Is that the dealers have not
slored up A suMclent quantity for
the winter's supply, but have as stated
In reply to President Hill of the Great
Northern, ordered only sufficlent quan-
tities to Inst from day te day,

Whatever shortage may exist In car
equipment s aggravated, they say by
the lack of motive power, Inadequate
terminal  facllitiea and  insuMolent
trackage property to move the great
volume of buginess pouring In on the
rallronds, supplemented by the delays
on the part of ahippers In loading and
unloading thelr cara,

STEAMER ASHORE.

When She Struck the 'Captain Blew
His Brains out with Revolvern

KINGSTON, Jamalca, Dec, 17.~The
Hamburg-American Liner  Prinsessin
Victorln Loulse, which left New York
Doecember 12, for this port, went
nshore last night off Port Royal. The
pasgengers were landed here safely
today. Captain Brultwlg, who was in
charge of the Victoria Louise when
she struck, committed sulelde by blow-
Ing out his brains, The Victorla Loulss
I pounding hard and the seas are
bréaking over her, but hopes are still
entertalned that she will bo saved,

UNICIPAL
OWNERSHIP

Chicago Will Soon Own Its
Street Car System.

ARRANGEMENTS MADE

Traction Companies Have Fixed
Value on Their Property Ac-

ceplable to City.

EXTENSIVE  IMPROVEMENTS

Chicago Owners and New York Syn-
dicate Accept the Terms Offered
by the Chicago Board of Con-
trol for Propoerty.

CHICAGO, Dec. 17.—With the pub-
lic looking forward to a complete
transformation of the present street
car service, with investors involged In
the reorganization of the corporations
and with the politiclans laying thelr
plans for and against the triumph of
the municipal ownership propaganda
in the »spring mayoralty election
traction bids fair to engross the ate
tention of Chicagoans all winter.

Developments yesterday clinched
the assurance that there will be no
hitch in the settlement of the long-
drawn out controversy essentially
along the lnes Jald down by the elty
council’s committee on local transpor-
tation on Saturday. General Counsel
Gurley of the Union Tractlon Com-
pany, and Presldent Mitten of the Cily
Railway sald they expected to recelve
today tha replles of the New York
financiers—the Morgan syndicate—
accepting the city's terms,

Already various movements are on
foot to wind up the tangled affairs
of the bankrupt Unlon Traction com-
pany and organize In ta stead the
Chicago Rallways company, the cor-
poration designed to accept the fran-
chige for the north and west side lines,

From §40,000,000 to $50,000,000 will
be spent on rehabllitation under the
direction of a joint board of engincers.

Under the plans work on the Im-
provements [x to be completed within
three years. Through routes from one
eénd of thae city to another will be es-
tablished at once, universal transfers
will be exchanged and new cars are to
be added as rapldly as possible, so
that at least 2,000 up to date vehlcles
will be In service at the close of the
rehabilitation period.

ENTOMBED MINER.

Rescuers Will Probably Reach Him
in Few Hours.
BAKERSFIELD, Dec. 17.—~The res-
cue party running a tunnel to Hlcks,
the entombed miner, Is tonight di-
rectly above him, but despite this they
are not able to take him from his cave
for many hours yet, on account of
the great danger that a false stroke of
the plck or too hurrled progress will
send Joosened debriz on the miner, The
rescua will probably not be consum-

mated before daylight.

SHIP 8UBSIDY.
President Roosevelt Will Send Special
Message to Congress.
WABHINGTON, Dec. 17.—President
Roosavelt's message on the ship sub-
sldy which will be presented to con-
gresa shortly after the Christmas hol-
fdays will, it Is thought, support the

Gallinger bill, as passed by the sen-
ate, but the houss committee will
probably report a bill so amended that
it will merely offer subventlon to mall
steamers salling between thin country
and South American and Oriental
ports,

CLOSE OF CAMPAIGN,

Lifs Insurance Companies Held An-
MMYM)‘-
NEW YORK, Dec. 17—~Today will
mmoahunfmrmrtnhuu-
Mwmmmmm
the policybolders of the Mutual and
the New York Life Insurance come
panles, Control of the affalrs of the
companies and thelr stupendous as-
sets, aggregating bundreds of millions
of dollarn, |s the stake that has beon
fought for. Lined up have been the
forces of administrations on the one
slde and polleyholdérs who have de-
manded a complets change of admin
Istratlon on tha other. Both sides
clalm a victory today. The count of
the ballots and proxies which have
come from all quarters of the giobe,
will occur tomorrow, under the su-
pervision of State Superintendent Otto
Kelsay and a force of inspectors ap-
pointed by him. It (s figured that
more than 400,000 votes will be cast in
the New York Life election and about
850,000 in the Mutual Life. There will
be elections In five mutval companies
tomorrow, but In only two are there
opposition tickets In the fleld. The
three In which the elections are =
mere formality, the election of the ad-
minfatration tickets being a certalnty,
are the Equitable, the Mutual Re-
serve, and the Security Mutusl of
Binghampton. "

DIAMOND INDUSTRY

Project on Foot to Harness Falls
for Power.

SOUTH AFRICAN PROJECTS

E. H. Garthwaite, Mining Engineen, "
Speaks Enthusiastically of the
Conditions in Africa Since the
Ending of Boer War.

NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—E. H. Garth-
waite, a British mining engineer for
ihe past eight years, has been tend-
ing to the Rhodes mining Interests In

Central South Africa, arrived here
yesterday., He will start for Califor-
nia today where he will take a month's
rest. Mr. Garthwalte has comes dai-
rectly from the neighborhood of Vie-
torla Falls on the Zambesi river, and
spoke enthusiastically yesterday of
the project o: harnessing the falls for
power. He alld

“The Vietoria falls are the largest
In the world, and when the werk of
utilizing them for electrical power Is
completed, I am confident that ¢t will
revolutionize the diamond industry in
South Africa. T mean by this that
the transmission of power from the
falls to tha mines will reduce the
aotunl working cost about forty per-
cent, The great horde of coolles now
at work cén be In a measure dis.
pensed with."”

Mr. Garthwalte sald that South Af.
rica had pleked up considerably since
the war,

“It is & great country,” he sald, “but
It Is harrassed by the British govern-
ment much In the way thls country
was 120 years ago, and there s great
danger of similar resulta”

SALVATION ARMY,

Reconcilliation BBetween Father and
Son Probable.

NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—The Amarl-
can says today word Is expected here
soon of a reconcilintion after long es-
trangement bétween Commander Bal-
lington Booth of the Volunteers of
Amerlea, and his father, General Will-
fam Booth, head of the Balvatlon
Army.




